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Fake certs search widens

After Marang case, IGP orders clampdown in all states

3y FARIK ZOLKEPLI
‘arik@thestar.com.my

KUALA LUMPUR: The police will
se expanding their hunt on the sale
’f fake Covid-19 vaccination certifi-
:ates in other states following the

urest of a doctor in Terengganu-

his week.

Inspector-General of Police Tan
sri Acryl Sani Abdullah Sani said
Jukit Aman was treating the matter
rery seriously.

“We are not sure at this time
vhether’there are others who are
«elling such certificates.

“I have instructed both the direc-
ors of the CID and CCID to collect

~ive turn witnesses in fake vax cert case

{(UALA TERENGGANU: Five indi-
dduals with' information on the
ale of fake Covid-19 vaccination
ertificates in Terengganu are pre-
sared to appear as witnesses to
ssist in the investigation,

State police chief Deputy Comm
‘atuk Rohaimi Md Isa said investi-
ations were progressing smioothly
ut public cooperation, especially
com-those-who-had-obtained-the
ertificates without-taking-the jahs;
vas very much needed.

“For now, five people have agreed
) come forward and appear as wit-
esses,

“They admitted to not being vac-
mated but managed to obtain the
rst dose vaccination card. We will
ontinue with our investigations.

intelligence to uncover whether
such activity is occurring in other
states as well,” he told reporters
after attending the education and
early skills of autism students’ pro-
gramme at the Royal Malaysia
Palice’s Pengaman Autism Centre
yesterday.

The selling of fake Covid-19 vacci-
nation certificates must be curbed
as it could hamper efforts to stop
the spread of the virus, the IGP said.

“We don't want the irresponsible
acts of certain parties to jeopardise
efforts to curb the spread of Covid-
19,” he added.

On Tuesday, Bukit Aman CCID
director Comm Datuk’ Kamarudin

“Case items like laptops and
mobile phones will be sent to the
forensic unit of the Commercial
Crimes Investigation Department in
Bukit Aman,” he told reporters after
attending the handover of duties
ceremony of the state deputy police
chief yesterday.

DCP Rohaimi said the prime sus-
pect, who is a doctor at a private
clinie in Marang; had been-remand-
ed-under-Section 420 of-the-Penal
Cade for cheating,

The remand order ends today.

On Saturday, the 51-year-old doc-
tor, who claimed to be anti-vaccina-
tion, was detained by police on sus-
picion of selling fake vaccination
certificates for between RM400 and
RM600.

Md Din said police detected only
one case of selling fake vaccination
certificates so far, which was in
Marang, Terengganu,

He said a 51-year-old medical
practitioner was arrested in that
case, where he sold vaccination cer-
tificates without administering the
vaccine,

The suspect has been remanded
to assist investigation.

Comm Kamarudin ‘has urged
those with information ‘on such
activities to contact the nearest
police station or CCID Scam Res-
ponse Centre at 03-2610 1559/1599
so that investigations could com-
mence.

N

“We don't want
the irresponsibli
acts of certain
parties to

jeopardise effor
to curb the spre;
of Covid-19.”

Tan Sri Acryl'Sani Abdullah ¢

New éop in town: DCP.Rohaimi (centre) witnessing the handover of

duties of state deputy police chief SAC Norhalid Kimi (left) to SAC Wz
Rukman Wan Hassan in Kuala Terengganu. — Bernama
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PSC may call witnesses over share trading scandal

PETALING JAYA: The
Parliamentary Select Committee
(PSC) may call up individuals in
connection with the stack-trading
scandal involving Malaysian Anti-
Corruption (MACC) chief cornmis-
sioner Tan Sri Azam Baki.

PKR’s ' Selayang MP William
Leong, who s part of the
eight-member  Select Committee
for  Agencies under  the 'Prime
Minister's - Department, said he
would make the suggestion during
the meeting next Wednesday.

"That Is what I will ask for and
we will discuss the matter,” he said
when contacted.

Leong said a PSC has the prerog-
ative to summon ministry officials
and individuals to serutinisé and
make inquiries into lssues of public
importance,

[Then, we will'table a réport to
Parliament,” he said.

“Whether or not officers and min-
Istries have been dolhg their work,
this will he: made knawn for the
penple to evaluate,” Leang added.

|

“Whether or not officers and
ministries have been doing their
work, this will be made known for the
people to evaluate.”

William'Leong ?

He also said no voting was
required among committee mem-
bers as select committees only hold
discussions prior to making deci-
slons,

“But there's always a first time,”
he sald.

Leong previously chaired the
PSC on major appointments.

Among these was when he
probed Latheefa Koya's appoint-
ment as the then MACC chief com-
missioner,

Azam replaced Latheefa: in

~the

March 2020 after she resigned.

PAS' Kuala Krai MP Abdul Latiff
Abdul Rahman, who s chairing
eight-member " PSC  for
Agencies, could not be reached for
comment. :

Unmno’s Pasir Salak MP Datuk
Seri Tajuddin ,'Abdul Rahman,
when contacted, sald: “I don't
remember (being In the commit-
tee). I can't comment."

According to the Parliament’s
official website updated on Oct 13
last year, Tajuddin was a meémber

along with Parit MP Datuk Mohd
Nizar Zakaria and Kota Kinabalu
MP Chan Foang Hin. :

The 'select ' ‘committee . for
Agencies was part of the eight new
select committees announced in
August 2018 hy former speaker
Tan Sri Mohamad Ariff Md Yusof
under ' the former Pakatan
Harapan governrnent to monitor
key governrnent ministries and
fssues, ;

Select committees have the pre-

rogative to summon witnesses and
hold ‘hearings ta scrutinise’ how
Putrajaya ' spends  taxpayers’
nmoney,
* Previously, scandals such as the
AMDB and” the Port' Klang Free
Trade Zone, among others, iwere
heard before the Public 'Accounts
Committee (PAC), iwhich Is one of
the select cornmittees that re'{ular-
ly probes topical government con-
traversies prior to Pakatan's rule in
2018,

In July 2017, former speaker Tan
Sri Pandikar Amin. Mulia caught

Infrastructure

public flak for refusing to allow
any debates in Parliament after the
PAC tabled its report,

Pandikar had said because the
PAC spent the last two years inves-
tigating the 1MDB scandal, all dis-
cussions [nto " the 'controversy
should come to an end.

Presently, the Parliament has
special select committees ' on
Fundamental ' Liberty ' and
Constitutional Rights; Finance and
Economy; Security; Agencies under
the Prime Minister’s Department;
Agriculture and Domestic Trade;
Development;
Education; Women and Children
Affairs |and Social Development;
Health | Seience, and Innovation;
and International Affalrs.

In Dpe 13 last year, the PAC
tabled lits report to Parliament,
where 1t' found that a’ RM2.07bil
land déal involving Bank Negara in
connection with' a rationalisation
plan involving 1MDB in 2017 was
done hastily and without proper

due diligence.

Committee to discuss controversy

MPs notified of meeting to be held at Parliament on Wednesday

By TARRENCE TAN
tarrence@thestar.com.my

PETALING JAYA: The Parlia-
mentary  Select ' Comrnittee  will
hald a special meeting next
Wednesday (Jah 19) to discuss the
latest share trading account con-
troversy involving Malaysian Anti-
Corruption Commission (MACC)
chief commissioner Tan Sri Azam
Baki,

According to a notice sent out to

dure at the Parliament ' clinic
beforehand.

“MPs are also required to abide
by standard operating procedures
(SOP) of the Dewan Rakyat - which
can be downloaded from the offi-
cial website of the Parliament -
when they are in'the Parliament
complex,” said Nizam:

He added that MPs are required
to confirm their attendance for the
meeting with the Parliamentary
Select Committee secretariat, =

and ' Corruption | Prevention Panel
chairman Tan Sri Borhan Dolah
and Anti-Corruption Adyisory
Board (ACAB) chairman Tan Sri
Abu Zahar Ujang to step back until
the probe into Azam is completed,
The issue involving Azam’s own-
ership of shares in public-listed
companies made its rounds’last
December. ’
Azam commmented on the issue
last Wednesday, saying that his

_brotheér had “used his' trading

against those who had tarnished
his reputation and that of the
MACC,

He was quoted in Sinar Harian
yesterday as. saying he would not
resign amid the controversy, call-
ing for patience, adding that the
truth will be revealed when the
time is right,

Azam also sald he'is willing to
be ''investigated- by the MACC
committees and that he is confi-

dent_the truth ‘will_be publicly

November, and that no further
investigation would be conducted.

Six ACAB members later issued a
statement distancing themselves
from Abu Zahar’s statement, say-
ing that his comment was made in
a personal capacity and not repre-
sentative of the board'’s view,

Abu Zahar then held another
press conference on Tuesday,
claiming that misreporting by the
media‘ had porfrayed ‘an *inaccu-
rate picture” of the share trading

“MPs yésterday morning, Dewan
Rakyat secretary Dr Nizam Mydin —

Bdacha Mydin said ‘the meeting
would be held in' Parliament at
2pm on Jan 19,

I'This meeting is to discuss issues
about ‘share ownership by the
MACC ‘chief commissioner,” the
notice read.

Nizam said MPs attending the
meeting are required to undergo
the RTK-Ag saliva self-test proce-

No deadline ~“was mentioned
though. PN A

Several MPs also confirmed
receiving the Parliamentary notice
yesterday morning.

Pakatan Harapan presidential
council had called for a special par-
liamentary sitting to debate ‘the
issue involving Azam.

The council, which consists of
PKR, DAP, Amanah and Upko, had
called on Azam, MACC Consultation

account to buy shares In the open
‘markefand financed the purchases
on his own,

It involved a substantial amount
of shares bought from Gets Global
Bhd and Excel Force’ MSC Bhd
between 2015 and 2016, when
Azam was the MACC director of
investigations. *

Azam had maintained that he
did not commit' any wrongdoing,
adding that action would be taken

known soon, and déclared only the
Yang di-Pertuan Agong can decide
to' relieve him of his position as
MACC chief.

Abu Zahar s currently facing a
barrage 'of criticism after he
cleared Azarn of ‘any “conflict of
Interest in the purchase of the said
shares.

Abu Zahar had said the sev-
en-member ACAB had been satis-
fied with Azam's explanation last

Issue Involving Azam,

~ On'his position as ACAB chair-

man, Abu Zahar also said he would
leave his fate to the King and the
government, adding that he would
abide by any decision,

For more storles:
See page 4
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Azam proceeds with defamatlon Suit

By MAZWIN NIK ANIS :
and ARNOLD LOH .
newsdesk@thestar com.my

KUALA LUMPUR Tan Sri Azam
.Baki is sticking to his guns on not
quitting over the shares ownership

issue and has mstead gone on the.

offenswe
.The MACC chief commissioner

has made good on his threat to sue’

whistleblower. - Lalitha ~ Kuna-

ratnam and has filed a defamation -

claim at the Kuala Lumpur High

Court against the anti-graft acti-

vist.
The suit was filed through legal
firm Messrs Zain Megat & Murad

: yesterday

The firm .confirmed ‘that the
writ has been served on the defen—
dant.

. In the writ sighted by Ihe Star 5

Azam-demanded that Lalitha issue
a public apology and pay RM10mil

in damages for tarnishing his repu~ .

tation, among others. 3
The firm said the suit was in rela-

tion to the articles pubhshed and

republished - by Lalitha in  the

Independent News Services portal
on Oct 25 and Dec 15 last year.
“Instead of responding to our cli-
ent’s letter of demand issued on Jan
6, she has through her lawyer
issued a press statement published
on her -Twitter account, in which

she claimed to stand by her publica-

tion "and re-publication, the ;con-
tents of which our client strenuous-

ly mamtams are defamatory, it

said.

% The o <oid Asat had decided

.to sue before the expiry of 14 days

from . the: date of the letter of
demand to . protect his reputation
and “professional standing”, adding
that their client would not make
any further statements on the mat-
ter. S

“Our client wishes o make clear
his unwavering commitment that
the MACC will always protect all
whistleblowers who fall within the
ambit - of . the . Whlstleblower
Protection Act,” it said.

‘No conflict

between

ACAB and
Abu Zahar'

PETALING JAYA: There is no con-
flict- between the Malaysian -Anti-
Corruption Comnission’s | (MACC)
Anti-Corruption - Advisory - Board
(ACAB) and chairman Tan Sri Abu
Zahar Ujang, says board member

‘Prof Datuk ~Mohammad - Agus
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